844                                Ccssar
The Ganls had not calculated without leason on Csesai's embariassments The death of Clodius had been followed by the burning of the Senate-house and by many weeks of anaichy To leave Italy at such a moment might be to leave it a prey to faction or civil war His anxiety was relieved at last by heanng that Pompey had acted, and that order was lestoied, and seeing no occasion for his own mtei-feience, and postponing the agitation foi his second consulship, he hurned back to encounter the final and convulsive effort of the Celtic race to preserve their liberties. The legions were as yet in no danger They were dispeised in the North of France, far from the scene of the piesent rising, and the Noith-ern tribes had suffered too desperately in the past years to be in a condition to stir without assistance But how was Csesar to join them? The garrisons in the province could not be moved If he sent for the army to come across to him, Vercmgetoiix would attack them on the maich, and he could not feel confident of the result, while the line of the old fiontier of the piovmce was in the hands of the insmgeuts, 01 of tribes who could not be tiusted to lesist the temptation, it he passed through himself without more force than the province could supply But Csesar had a resouice which never failed him in the daiing swiftness of his own movements. He sent for the troops which weie left beyond the Alps He had a few levies with him to fill the gaps in the old legions, and after a rapid survey of the stations on the piovmcial fiontier he thiew himself upon the passes of the Cevennes It was still wiutei The snow lay six feet thick on the mountains, and the loads at that season weie cousideied impiacticable even foi single